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e Service Provision: SACC offers specialized support to those affected by sexual

The Sexual Assault Crisis Center
(SACC) was established in 2008
and focuses on three primary

areas of intervention:

violence, encompassing social, psychological, and legal assistance. A 24/7
hotline is also available at (+37477991280).

e Awareness Initiatives: with over 15 years of dedication, the SACC has
spearheaded over 30 public campaigns and training sessions. These efforts
target regional governors' offices across all regions of Armenia, the Armenian
Police, the Republic of Armenia's Investigative Committee, and professionals
including social workers, psychologists, and lawyers.

e Advocacy: SACC is committed to fostering a more gender-sensitive
perspective on sexual violence. A central aim is to encourage the legal system to
adopt a victim-centered approach and to enhance legislative responsiveness to

the issue.

"Sexual Assault Crisis Center' NGO
1 Armenia, 0009, Yerevan, Baghramyan 50g, Flat 2
™K sacc.arm@gmail.com

+37498991280

Hot line: +37477991280
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SEXUALIZED VIOLENCE CASES

During the mentioned period, the Sexual
Assault Crisis Center took over the
management of 34 cases. Thirty-two (32)
of the beneficiaries are female, and 2 are
male (12 are minors).

Most of the beneficiaries contacted us
through the hotline or the pages of the
Sexual Assault Crisis Center on social
networks, while others were referred by
the Rescue Service of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia or persons/non-governmental
organizations familiar with the activities of

the Sexual Assault Crisis Center.

All beneficiaries were provided with consultations with a social worker. In the case of
minors, the first meeting took place in the presence of a parent or guardian.

Ten criminal cases were initiated. The lawyer of the Sexual Assault Crisis Center was
involved in the work on those cases, defending the interests of the victims of sexualized
violence during the investigation stage and trial proceedings. Seven cases are currently in
the investigation stage, while the trial process has already started for the other 3 cases.

There are also ongoing proceedings based on the previous reports by our beneficiaries.
Some are already in the final stage, with a guilty verdict for 4 cases.

Since January 2024, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has also been providing shelter
services for sexually abused persons. Two of the beneficiaries have benefitted from the
above service.

Nine of the beneficiaries currently receive psychological support from specialists.
Psychological support also continues with the beneficiaries who applied before.
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TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION CASES

Since January 2024, the Sexual Assault Crisis
Center NGO has been delegated by the RA
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to
implement the program "Psychosocial
Rehabilitation Services for Persons Exposed

From
to Trafficking and Exploitation, Sexual

January

Violence". Within the framework of the
project, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has
taken over the management of 32 cases of
trafficking. Eleven (11) of the beneficiaries
are potential victims of trafficking and
exploitation, 24 are persons identified by the
Commission for the Identification of Victims
of Human Trafficking and Exploitation. As
regards the sex ratio, 19 are male, and 13 are

female.

The Sexual Assault Crisis Center NGO provided the beneficiaries with consultations
with a social worker; accommodation was provided to 16 beneficiaries; in-kind
assistance was provided to 18 beneficiaries; medical assistance and services were
provided to 7 beneficiaries; psychological assistance to was provided to 2
beneficiaries; translation services were provided to 12 beneficiaries; assistance in
recovering required documents was provided to 1 person; compulsory education
defined by law was ensured for 1 person; lump-sum financial compensation was
provided to 1 person; legal aid was provided to 10 persons.
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AWARENESS MEETINGS

During the specified period, the specialists of the Sexual Assault Crisis Center conducted
a number of trainings and meetings with different groups.

We had meetings with the caregivers of
"Yerevan Home Care" home health care
organization in order to raise awareness about
the problem of sexual harassment. About 90
caregivers participated in the meetings.

Meetings were held with specialists of
Domestic Violence Crisis Centers. In the
course of the meetings, the specialist of the
Sexual Assault Crisis Center presented the
toolkit called "Preventing and responding to

Bare RCWE

gender-based violence during the war and in ,
post-war settings: Experiences and : o = | ek ewonn

recommendations of women’s NGOs", created T

gnnéhpulwqdhl

based on the experience of women's

organizations in 4 countries (Armenia,

Ukraine, Georgia, Bosnia and Herzegovina). Since January 2024, the Sexual

Assault Crisis Center has initiated
awareness meetings with forcibly
displaced women and girls from
Artsakh. The meetings aim to prevent
the risks of sexualized violence and
trafficking among women from
Artsakh. During the specified period,

meetings were held with 87 women.
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AWARENESS MEETINGS

The Sexual Assault Crisis Center specialist met with LGBT+ persons to raise awareness
about sexualized violence and harassment, and with the employees of state and non-
governmental organizations operating in some regions of the Republic of Armenia, to
discuss sexualized violence and harassment against LGBT+ persons, as well as to
increase the sensitivity of specialists.

The specialist of the Sexual Assault Crisis
Center also had meetings with the students
from psychology, social work, and law
departments of a number of Armenian
universities (about 200 students from
Vanadzor State University, Armenian State
Pedagogical University, Yerevan State
University, Urartu University, University after
Movses Khorenatsi. The problem and types of
sexualized violence in Armenia, the steps
taken, as well as the specifics of the relevant
professional activity were presented to the

participants.
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AWARENESS-RAISING ON SOCIAL PLATFORMS

During the mentioned period, we had several waves of awareness campaigns on
social platforms. Each month we tried to touch upon an individual issue, drawing
attention to its different aspects. For example, publications debunking popular
stereotypes about sexualized violence and that against minors, gender stereotypes, the
concept of "consent", LGBT issues had many views. The publications included
common and familiar phrases, with the description section providing observations and
statistics refuting them. Examples are:

- Fus w bpwluwynd
- Qtiunignid Gu, huf, EpGluntu nnup sh
wlunwd. ghwnbtd’ pbq quwhu, wy ptq
nantd w, np Ynwyhwn pwwuwl. ptrhu w,

- 26 hhdw tnnw wi,
wwhh vnwy unwgybp w.
wnghyp whwnh wnhp

tJ htwn ... renn Uh hwun £ 2njh sinwp...

EpGluniu:

During this period, we have referred to the issue of consent on a number of occasions
- what it is and what importance it has in relationships.
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AWARENESS-RAISING ON SOCIAL PLATFORMS

Our publication called "LOVE IS CONSENT" was significant. Ten examples of

"Love is" chewing gum images were used to visualize consent in practice, in
everyday life.

Consent is...
{Jwiwéuyunyaymaup. . .

A
im

UrBY
SACC

Love 1s...

...clear communication, not guessing games.
upupg hwnnpnulgnyeni b, ng ol
- COMSEHT. il B e

- hwdwdwyungeni E:

Consent is... 4
Jwdwdauyanyaynup. . .

Consent 1s...

URGY
{wdwdauwyunyaynuap. . .

...understanding that
intoxication is not an
invitation.

hwulpwlig b, npowbigpipulhg Jhdwdn
...a conversation, not an assumption. s Ol

plfunungamiu b, ng el klyawnpngeyni:
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APRIL EVENTS

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

During the month of April 2024, two
more discussions were held, entitled

"Pleasure as a woman's fundamental
right" and "How to react when you
learn about sexualized violence
committed against a loved one". On
April 24, the movie "Grandma's
Tattoos"  was  screened  and
discussed, as well as awareness
meetings about sexualized violence
took place in Yerevan and regions.
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In April 2024, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center
organized a three-day exhibition of oral stories
entitled "Museum of Sexualized Violence" in
its office. During the exhibition, the guests
heard 21 real stories of sexualized violence, as
well as used it as a platform to discuss their
concerns and questions with the employees of
the Sexual Assault Crisis Center, as well as

share their thoughts and emotions.

We concluded the month of April with
a Stand up+ event, within the
framework of which the guests were
presented with different aspects of the
problem of sexualized violence
through stand-up, oral storytelling and
a drag show. The event participants
were also given the opportunity to
express their emotions through
reciting, dancing and singing.




OUR SAFE SPACE

A safe space where voices are heard and change is welcome.

Over the years, a safe space has been formed
in the Sexual Assault Crisis Center, where
everyone’s voices are heard, every thought
and experience receive a response. This is
where we come together to break down
barriers and make heard the untold stories of
women. By enabling the telling of unheard
stories, we influence the course of solving
important problems by encouraging and
inspiring each other.

Over the past year, the safe space has hosted
meetings on a variety of topics, including:
"The myth of the hymen and sexualized
violence", "New to dating? Be aware of the
risks", "Accepting pleasure as a woman's
fundamental right", "Mental health, women’s
and gender issues in the context of human
rights", "Gender and gender-based
discrimination", "Boundaries and consent in
intimate relationships", "Activism, burnout
syndrome and the meaning of life". More than
160 people participated in the meetings.

We believe that through conversation and
collective care, we can heal.
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NETWORKING

/ Since the establishment of the Coalition to Stop Violence against Women in 2010,
the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has been a member of the Council.

V/ Since 2018, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has been a member of the Women
Against Violence Europe network. In September 2023, the president of the Sexual
Assault Crisis Center NGO Tatevik Aghabekyan was elected as a member of the
Council of the Women Against Violence Europe network.

V Since 2018, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has been a member of the Domestic
Violence Prevention Council.

V Since 2018, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has been a member of the Council on
Women's Affairs attached to the Prime Minister.

/ On 15 June 2023, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center officially became a member of
the Men Engage Europe network, which aims to transform unequal power relations.
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ADVOCACY

During the mentioned period, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has undertaken a number
of advocacy activities aimed at combating sexualized violence. This section of the
newsletter presents key initiatives, joint efforts and strategic outcomes for the specified
period.

1. Engagement with European institutions and national leaders |

July 16, 2023 and November 20, 2023

As a member of the Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, the Sexual Assault
Crisis Center NGO hosted in its office Mr. Robert Biedron, Chair of the European
Parliament Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality. Key issues discussed
included the lack of government statistics on sexualized violence and the need to ratify
the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic
Violence. As a result of the meeting, Mr. Biedron sent a letter to Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan with a call to ratify the Convention and meet with the Coalition.

In November, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center, as part of the Coalition to Stop Violence
Against Women, met with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to discuss challenges to
women's rights in Armenia. In the course of the discussion, the President of the Sexual
Assault Crisis Center Tatevik Aghabekyan, among others, raised the issue of medical
workers' mandatory reporting to the police in cases of sexualized violence. The Prime
Minister took note of the problem, and a few months later, the advocacy team of the
Sexual Assault Crisis Center took part in closed discussions on this issue in the National
Assembly.

2. Report to the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social

and Cultural Rights | August 2023

The Sexual Assault Crisis Center submitted the report "The Growing Crisis of
Sexualized Violence in Armenia" to the UN Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. The report analyzes the situation in Armenia from the perspective of the
rights of survivors of sexualized violence, as well as its impact on economic, social and
cultural rights.
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ADVOCACY

3. Submission of key reports on sexualized violence and

harassment | December 3, 2023

Within the framework of the UN's 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence,
the Sexual Assault Crisis Center presented two reports: "Women on Sexual Violence:
Perceptions and Experiences" and "Sexual Harassment in Educational Institutions".
These reports reveal the prevalence of sexual violence and harassment in Armenia,
highlighting the need for strengthened support systems and robust response mechanisms.
Representatives of state bodies, embassies, UN, non-governmental organizations and
international organizations participated in the presentation.

4. Participation in the 68th session of the UN Women Commission on the

Status of Women (CSW68) in the USA | March 11-18, 2024

Members of the Sexual Assault Crisis Center's advocacy team participated in keynote
sessions at CSW68, which covered topics such as cyber violence, sexual violence in
armed conflict, poverty, gender-based violence, and human trafficking. This engagement
strengthened the advocacy efforts of the Sexual Assault Crisis Center and facilitated the
sharing of best practices.

5. Advocacy agenda development workshop |

May 27, 2024

The Sexual Assault Crisis Center held a workshop called "Development of an Advocacy
Agenda" led by Sarah Martin, consultant and international expert on gender-based
violence prevention and response. Participants discussed the challenges of improving the
response of the criminal justice system and empowering forcibly displaced women from
Artsakh. The workshop provided practical tools for identifying issues related to
advocacy and developing effective communication strategies. A follow-up webinar is
planned to continue this activity.
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ADVOCACY

During the specified period, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center has made significant
progress in its advocacy efforts to combat sexualized violence. Through international
and national strategic engagements, policy development and capacity building
initiatives, the Sexual Assault Crisis Center continues to bring positive change and
support to survivors of sexualized violence by ensuring that regulations and other
mechanisms in the Republic of Armenia are aligned with global women's rights
standards.
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